
 

Event Summary  
 

Please remember, all plans are liable to change and the very nature of boating requires that 

they remain flexible at all times 

In May 2008 Paul Churchley will be taking 
his Jeanneau Merry Fisher 625 Round 
Britain on behalf of the RNLI " Train one, 
save many" campaign. 

He will set out from Plymouth in late May/early June 
and go clockwise for the 1700 mile journey stopping at 
20 ports on the way. His boat, ά{ǘŀǊƎŀǘŜέ, is a Jeanneau 
Merry Fisher 625 and at just 21ft it will be a considerable 
challenge. Paul explains: 

"This will be a huge personal challenge. Such a small 
boat is affected by weather and sea considerably more 
than larger boats. Not only that:  I am doing the entire 
trip solo and without any shore based support.έ 

The boat has a small cooker, a bed and a toilet onboard 
and is quite capable doing the journey but being so small 
it won't be luxury by any account!  

It has an 115hp outboard engine that is petrol powered 
so he will need to refuel with petrol about every 100 
miles or less and as almost all ports in the UK only have 
diesel he will need to source petrol from local garages.  

The current plan requires Paul to stop 20 times and at 
each stop he will have 2 full days in port. The first day 
will be for fundraising, media interviews and visiting 
RNLI and sponsor contacts. Paul explains:  

άI will be fundraising for that first day in port, hopefully 
with the assistance of the local RNLI fundraising 
volunteer team. The purpose of the trip is to raise as 
much money for the RNLI as possible and that will be at 
ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƳƛƴŘ ŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎǘƻǇΦέ  

The second day in port will be dedicated to planning the 
next leg, ensuring the boat is fully prepared with any 
small repairs done and a bit of rest for Paul.  

άI will be away at least 2 months and so I must have 
some rest and relaxation on the trip."   

¢ƘŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wb[LΩǎ ά¢Ǌŀƛƴ ƻƴŜΣ 
ǎŀǾŜ Ƴŀƴȅέ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΦ  The RNLI is funded solely from 
donations and the lifeboats are manned by volunteers. 
Paul spends much time at sea and he hopes he will 
never need them but it is a huge comfort to know that 
they are there should the worst ever happen. 

"I wanted to make my trip something much more than 
just a challenge and I can not think of a better cause 
than the RNLI. I will be collecting on my way round so if 
you see me please say hello and of course put 
something in the bucket."  

The web site has details of the trip, where Paul is going, 
the route and some info about each of the stopping 
points. Please take a look around. You will also be able 
to follow the journey in real time as Paul will be to 
updating the blog as he goes round. 
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Paul Churchley was born 
in 1960 and is 48 years 
old. 

PaulΩǎ boating 
background is not that 
extensive. Apart from a 
little dinghy racing in the 
70's his boating started 
just 2 years ago. 
However, he has 
managed to cram a lot in 
during that time and now 

is not a beginner any longer. 

His first boat was a Jeanneau Merry Fisher Cap Camarat 
625. This is a day boat: a small cuddy, no heads, 
outboard 140hp... a bit of a ski boat really but he still 
managed several weekends away. 

Within a few months he bought Melodie, a Jeanneau 
Sun Odyssey 32.2 yacht. This was great at first. It had 
more accommodation but it lacked something... speed! 
He wanted something with a bit more speed but still had 
a stay away capability. 

άI wanted a 30-35ft motor cruiser but felt that I 
wouldn't get enough use out of it given the cost and 
so as a compromise I got Stargate, a Jeanneau Merry 
Fisher 625.έ 

Paul took Melodie and Stargate all along the south coast 
on holidays and that has given him the taste for the 
Round Britain experience. 

Paul is currently RYA Dayskipper (Power) Qualified but in 
the final stages of completing his Yachtmaster 
(Shorebased) course and is expecting to take the 
practical in the spring making him full Yachtmaster 
(Power) qualified. He also holds RYA Powerboat Level 2, 
RYA First Aid.  

Paul spent last summer as crew doing several deliveries 
of large motor yachts to parts of Europe (mainly Finland) 
and to the UK. This has given him great experience of 

taking motor powered boats long distances and 
although Stargate is much smaller and less well 
equipped his experiences last year will stand him in good 
stead for the trip ahead. 

His non-boating background is mostly in computers. 
Starting out as a trainee programmer in 1979 he has 
progressed to computer programmer, analyst 
programmer and has been a technical consultant for 
over 25 years.  However, alongside that computer career 
has run a lifetime true love of flying. He learned to fly at 
17, became an instructor at 21 and a commercial pilot at 
29. He never did break into the airline market but it has 
remained the true love of his life and when he had to 
stop flying for medical and financial reasons, boating 
had a similar attraction. Of course, many of the 
principles of navigation, weather, systems management 
and safety apply to both and he can bring to his boating 
nearly 30 years experience as a pilot. 

άI like boating, motor racing, technology (particularly 
computer technology), food and drink. 

άI dislike fried tomatoes, going to the dentist, insects 
and spiders. 

άI am happily married to Sally Buswell and she will 
assist me in this effort in so many ways but primarily 
in web site support, liaison with sponsors and RNLI 
personnel and general encouragement... I hope!έ 

Paul & Sally live in Saltash, near Plymouth from where 
he will set out and return. 

Paul has all the necessary skills to do a trip such as this 
safely and professionally and that is what he intends to 
do.
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Jeanneau Merry Fisher 625 "Legende"  

 
Year: 2007 

Located in Plymouth, United Kingdom 
Engine/Fuel Type: Single Petrol Outboard 

Hull Material: GRP 

Dimensions: 
LOA: 6.40m 

Beam: 2.55m 
Draught: 0.40m 

Engine: 
Suzuki DF115 (115hp)  

4 stroke outboard engine. 
85 hours from new. 

First service completed. 

 Fuel:  

216 ltr total 

(136 ltr main tank + 2 x 30 ltr aux tank + 2 x 10ltrs in cockpit 

"Legende" spec: 

¶ Blue hull  
¶ White hull graphics striping  
¶ Exterior cushions in blue fabric  
¶ Artificial teak finish to anchor locker and boarding step  
¶ Luxury pilot seat  
¶ Stainless Steel fuel filler cap and tank vent  
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¶ Stainless Steel rod holders  
¶ Blue interior cushions in superior material  
¶ Marine toilet  
¶ Sun awning and aft closing kit in blue to match the hull 

  

Additional extras: 

¶ Anchoring kit (20m chain spliced to 40m warp with Brittany anchor)  
¶ Mooring kit (8 fenders with blue lanyards and mooring warps )  
¶ Hull etched primed and anti-fouled in blue  
¶ 12 volt sockets x 3  
¶ Interior curtains  
¶ Galley kit including cooker and sink  
¶ Crockery  
¶ Raymarine Ray54E DSC VHF  
¶ Lowrance LMS 332 GPS / Sonar with integrated engine data 
¶ EP-60 Fuel Flow Sensor 
¶ Manual & electric bilge pumps  
¶ Cockpit table mount  
¶ Auxiliary engine mounting bracket fitted to the transom 
¶ Auxiliary engine to be fitted before departure 
¶ Liferaft to be fitted before departure 
¶ AIS Transceiver to be fitted before departure 

 

Berthed in Yacht Haven Quay, Plymouth 

  



 

The Boat - Stargate 
 

Telephone: 07801 868276 16th March 2008 

5 Foxglove Way, Latchbrook, Saltash, Cornwall, PL12 4XX Email: info@roundbritain.org.uk Web: www.roundbritain.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 A selection of high definition photos are included on CD with this media pack or are available on CD or for download 

on request to info@roundbritain.co.uk
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1 Plymouth to Penzance 

2 Penzance to Padstow 

3 Padstow to Milford Haven 

4 Milford Haven to Pwllheli  

5 Pwllheli to Conwy  

6 Conwy to Douglas IOM  

7 Douglas IOM to Bangor NI  

8 Bangor NI to Port Ellen (Islay)  

9 Port Ellen (Islay) to Oban  

10 Oban to Fort William  

11 Caledonian Canal  

12 Inverness to Whitehills  

13 Whitehills to Peterhead  

14 Peterhead to Eyemouth  

15 Eyemouth to Hartlepool  

16 Hartlepool to Hull  

17 Hull to Lowestoft  

18 Lowestoft to Dover  

19 Dover to Littlehampton  

20 Littlehampton to Poole  

21 Poole to Plymouth 

 

  

http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/136/122/
http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/111/123/
http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/74/97/
http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/79/98/
http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/80/99/
http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/81/100/
http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/98/101/
http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/99/102/
http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/100/103/
http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/101/104/
http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/86/105/
http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/103/109/
http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/105/110/
http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/88/111/
http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/89/112/
http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/90/114/
http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/91/115/
http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/92/116/
http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/106/117/
http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/107/118/
http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/94/119/
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Important 

 These fuel figures are only estimates at this stage. I will be carrying out proper fuel consumption trials during 
March to determine as accurately as possible the estimates for consumption. These figures are based on my 
personal experience and data from tests done with a fuel flow sensor. 

The engine is currently fitted with a 19" pitch propeller. I have a 21" pitch propeller and I will be conducting trials 
to determine which propeller will be most suitable for the trip. 

This plan is liable to change at any time. This is only a plan and it will change due to changes in available 
information, weather, sea state and operational requirements. Please check with Paul or via the web site for the 
most up to date details. 

Day Leg No. Description of Leg 

Approx 

Distance 

NM 

Est 

Passage 

Time at 

15Kts 

hh:mm 

Est 

Passage 

Time at 

6kts 

hh:mm 

Max 

Distance 

From 

Land 

NM 

Fuel @ 

15kts 

Ltrs 

Fuel @ 

6kts 

Ltrs 

1 1 Plymouth to Penzance 71 04:44 11:50 12 71 83 

2 - 3 
 

Stop Off Penzance 
      

         4 2 Penzance to Padstow 66 04:24 11:00 7 66 77 

5 - 6 
 

Stop Over Padstow 
      

         7 3 Padstow to Milford Haven 75 05:00 12:30 19 75 88 

8 - 9 
 

Stop Off Milford Haven 
      

         10 4 Milford Haven to Pwllheli 97 06:28 16:10 24 97 113 

11 - 12 
 

Stop Off Pwllheli 
                        

13 5 Pwllheli to Conwy 72 04:48 12:00 5 72 84 

14 - 15 
 

Stop Off Conwy 
      

         16 6 Conwy to Douglas IOM 55 03:40 09:10 22 55 64 

17 - 18 
 

Stop Off Douglas IOM 
      

         19 7 Douglas IOM to Bangor NI 69 04:36 11:30 10 69 81 

20 - 21 
 

Stop Off Bangor NI 
                        

22 8 Bangor NI to Port Ellen (Islay) 63 04:12 10:30 9 63 74 

http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/111/96/
http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/111/96/
http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/74/97/
http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/79/98/
http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/80/99/
http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/81/100/
http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/98/101/
http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/99/102/
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23 - 24 
 

Stop Off Port Ellen  
      

         25 9 Port Ellen (Islay) to Oban 65 04:20 10:50 4 65 76 

26 - 27 
 

Stop Off Oban 
      

         28 10 Oban to Fort William 29 01:56 04:50 1 29 34 

29 - 30 
 

Stop Off Ft William 
      

         31 - 33 11 Caledonian Canal 60 N/A 20:00 N/A N/A 80 

34 - 35 
 

Stop Off Inverness 
      

         36 12 Inverness to Whitehills 61 04:04 10:10 
 

61 71 

37 - 38 
 

Stop Off Whitehills 
      

         39 13 Whitehills to Peterhead 35 02:20 05:50 
 

35 41 

40 - 41 
 

Stop Off Peterhead 
      

         42 14 Peterhead to Eyemouth 109 07:16 18:10 
 

109 127 

43 - 44 
 

 Stop Off Eyemouth 
      

         45 15 Eyemouth to Hartlepool 82 05:28 13:40 
 

82 96 

46 - 47 
 

Stop Off Hartlepool 
      

         48 16 Hartlepool to Hull 115 07:40 19:10 
 

115 134 

49 - 50 
 

Stop Off Hull 
      

         51 17 Hull to Lowestoft 115 07:40 19:10 
 

115 134 

52 - 53 
 

Stop Off Lowestoft 
      

         54 18 Lowestoft to Dover 87 05:48 14:30 
 

87 102 

55 - 56 
 

Stop Off Dover 
      

         57 19 Dover to Littlehampton 81 05:24 13:30 
 

81 95 

58 - 59 
 

Stop Off Littlehampton 
      

         60 20 Littlehampton to Poole 57 03:48 09:30 
 

57 67 

61 - 62 
 

Stop Off Poole 
      

         63 21 Poole to Plymouth 109 07:16 18:10 
 

109 127 

http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/100/103/
http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/101/104/
http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/86/105/
http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/103/109/
http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/105/110/
http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/88/111/
http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/89/112/
http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/90/114/
http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/91/115/
http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/92/116/
http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/106/117/
http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/107/118/
http://www.roundbritain.org.uk/content/view/94/119/
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Individual Contributions  

There are several ways you can help: 

Give money!  
Sounds simple but there are two ways: 
 

1. Give money to us  
 
All cash given to us, unless specifically for sponsorship, will be considered a donation to the RNLI "Train one, 
save many" campaign. All money donated via a collection bucket falls into that category as does any money 
given directly to the team (except by explicit agreement with you). 
 
If you wish, your name, and amount donated will be added to the Sponsors list on the web site and in the final 
report. However, if not specifically requested your name will not be added.  

 
2. Via Justgiving.com at www.justgiving.com/roundbritain_rnli  

 
This site allows you to give money directly to the charity and we do not see it at all. The benefit in giving this 
way is that you are confident that all your money gets to the charity and you can use Giftaid if you are a UK 
taxpayer to increase the value of your donation.  

We need BOTH types of donation so please give in whatever way you feel most comfortable with. 

 
Give Equipment or Services  
The event will require much more than I have personally to do it safely and in a timely fashion and we will need 
items and services that we would not normally need. If you wish to give towards the effort in ways other than cash it 
would be hugely appreciated as anything that we don't have to buy is extra money raised for the RNLI. 
 
All sponsors and donators will automatically appear on our Sponsors page on the web site and in the final report 
unless requested otherwise. 
 
Major sponsors will get special mentions in publicity (radio, TV and press). See "Headline Sponsors" below.  
 

Help enroute  
Whilst going around Britain I will need assistance at stop off points. I may need fuel; I will have street collections to 
do and other fundraising as appropriate. If you can assist in anything at my stop off points then it would be HUGELY 
appreciated.  
 
Every little helps and if all you can manage to do is pop a 20p in the collection bucket when you see me enroute then 
I will certainly appreciate it as will the RNLI and the seafarers that have their lifes saved. 
THANK YOU! 

http://www.justgiving.com/roundbritain_rnli
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Sponsors 

We would like to ensure that all donations and sponsorships given by the public go directly to the RNLI so that 
people can be absolutely 100% sure that their donation, small or large, will end up contributing to the efforts of the 
RNLI and not funding this event. 

To that end we are seeking companies or individuals to sponsor the event itself ensuring that our costs are met and 
thereby ensuring the maximum benefit to the RNLI. 

As a sponsor you would get certain benefits: 

¶ All Headline Sponsors will have their names and logo (if a company) on a special page on the web site.  
 

¶ Leg Headline Sponsors will sponsor a leg or legs. Their contribution will go towards the costs of that leg 
only and as such they would get mentions whenever possible in publicity and media coverage for that 
leg. Publicity for a particular leg would be at the start of the leg. e.g. publicity for the Plymouth to 
Penzance leg would be at Plymouth and on the Plymouth to Penzance page of the web site itinerary. 
 
Leg Sponsors will also have the option to meet Paul & appear in any media coverage. Also, Paul would be 
pleased to take up to 4 representatives of the sponsor for a trip in their local waters of up to 1 hour. 
Sponsorship should not be conditional on this trip because it would only be available when schedule, 
tide and weather permits and is not guaranteed. However, every effort would be made.  
 

 

Leg Sponsorship  

Available for a single payment to the event fund (not directly to the RNLI)  

(Only 2 Per Leg Available) 

If you are interested in becoming a Leg Sponsor please email us at: 

sponsor@roundbritain.org.uk 
 
A Report of Accounts will be available afterwards for the inspection of all Headline Sponsors and to anyone else on 
written request. Funds raised through Headline Sponsorship over and above the costs of running the event will be 
donated to the RNLI as additional donations. 
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